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8o BRUSH AND PENCIL 

JL A volume of more than usual value to the art student is "American 
Masters of Painting," by Charles H. Caffin, published by Doubleday, 
Page & Co. The book comprises a series of thirteen appreciations 
of noted American painters, the articles having been contributed by 
Mr. Caffin to the New York Sun. The author has done well to rescue 
them from the newspaper columns and preserve them in book form. 
The artists considered are Inness, La Farge, Whistler, Sargent, 
Homer, Abbey, Fuller, Martin, Brush, Wyant, Tryon, Walker, and 
Stuart. There is nothing of the newspaper stamp in the articles 
incorporated in the volume. The men are all treated sympathetically, 
and with the soundness of critical judgment for which Mr. Caffin is 
well known. The book under notice, therefore, is not merely one of 
the most readable, but despite its origin is one of the most important, 
works on Amrican art yet given to the public. There is a charm 
about Mr. Caffin's style and a certain personal note that make the 
perusal of the book not less enjoyable than profitable. 
«s» Two works that should be familiar to every student of design and 
decoration have just been issued in popular and cheaper form by the 
Macmillan Company. These are "The Bases of Design," and "Line 
and Form," by Walter Crane, a study of whose work as designer, 
painter, and author appeared in a recent issue of Brush and Pencil. 
These volumes, both of which have been reviewed heretofore in these 
pages, comprise the substance of two series of lectures addressed to 
the students of the Manchester Municipal School of Art during the 
author' stenure of the directorship of design at that institution. The 
field covered is an extensive one, and many branches of the subject 
are necessarily treated in a comparatively brief way. Each chapter, 
as the author says, might be expanded into a volume. But the 
addresses here collected were prepared with a distinct view of pre- 
senting, in concise form, certain principles and practices which the 
author held to be essential to all good decorative art, and which he 
studiously sought to put in such form as to be easily comprehended 
by his hearers. The very origin of the works, therefore, makes the 
presentation of the subject logical, and the author's pleasing style 
saves the pages from the obtrusive didactic features so common to 
handbooks. The volumes have the same wealth of illustrations as 
the original issues, and in their new form will doubtless meet the 
needs of a large constituency. 
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